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of Rama or Allah on your lips? Today there are hardly half a
dozen men in the country who know how to correct a spindle.
The problem is as old as the khadi movement. The Mysore
Government has made several attempts to produce absolutely
true spindles, but has met with little success. Lakshmidasbhai is
even at present carrying on correspondence in this behalf with
Germany. Yet anyone by application can learn to correct a
spindle. Just imagine what an increase it would mean in the
output of khadi even with the existing wheels if we could solve
this and a few other small questions of a like character. Will
Vallabhbhai be able to interest you in this work or do you tell
me that these are mere fads of a faddist and that Vallabhbhai
knows better than to foist them upon you? You may say so if
you like, but again I tell you that there is no other way to
swaraj than this.
REMOVAL OF UNTOUCHABIUTY
I come next to the problem of untouchability which includes
the question of the Dublas. Will you be able to bring together
and establish harmonious relations between the Dublas and the
Ujali population ? Do you realize that unless this is done, you will
never be able to found real swaraj? Or dare you hope that you
will bring round the refractory by main force once swaraj is esta-
blished?
You cannot shirk these and like problems if you want to
utilize your victory to win freedom for all India. By all means
take up any other constructive work, if you can think of any, if the
work that I have suggested does not appeal to you. One cannot
go on fighting always. But an outlet must be found for our
stored-up energy and that can only be through constructive
worL We have a lot of corporate cleaning-up to do yet, a host
of social evils to purge out. Miss Mayo's book1 has been justly
condemned as being written with a malicious motive. It is full of
deliberate misstatements and palpable falsehoods. But I am
not prepared to say that there is no basis in fact for anything
she says. Surely, some of the evils mentioned by her do exist
in our midst, though the inferences that she has drawn from them
are wholly unjustifiable and unwarranted. Child-marriage, the
marriage of young girls with aged men, the inhuman treatment
often accorded to our widows are painful and grim realities that
stare us in the face. How do we propose to deal with these evils?
1 Mother Indiq